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AT ough Edmr a:ad a Ga'ng Of .T ougﬂsag

Ia the honky—tonk border town of Ti-
juana, Mexican government. oflicials,
enraged by a newspaper called ABC.
and its stories of widespread’ corrup-

- tion, wreaked the kind of revenge.
_ against- their- tormentor that Richard:
Nixon and his associates could ouly
dreamabonts: . gig, oo

from a- government-coantrolled labor
union-stormed-into: the:ABC news of-’

fices and -took posession. The paper
“was shut down.” ;75 i

When ABC eventually r&sumed pub-

lication,'it wasn’t the same newspaper.
- Editor Jesus Blancornelas and his staff
" of- fiercely- -independent . investigative
‘reporters had-been. replaced by hacks
- certitied asJoyal to the government. .-
. - The takeover of‘ABC and ouster of 1ts
_ staff -were- ﬂagrant"‘ violations- of :the
: press freedom guaranteed by Memcos
’ pronesswew‘constitution »The more

characteristic; method: used. to ensure
- favorable press is simple bnbery—-vnth
- 'public money. Hiy ey s s
_~ Blancornelas, however, refused to ac-
_tept the payola, On the confrary, he
- dared to write a series of"articles abont"
‘Baja ‘California: Gov. Roberto de la

- Last-November, a gang of 250 touohsj

“Madrid; a- hfelong friend of. Mexmm
President José Lopez Portillo. 7 -/5 2 7
Among- .the- ‘bembarrassing thmgs

- Blancornelas printed about the gover-
nor. were that he had put 28 members |

- of his family on: the government pay-
. roll; that-he had let his campaign man-
. ager avoid millions in taxes.on butane.
: gas imported- from-the ;United_ Statwa
»and that he-had: pnrchased four air-]
- planes with government funds and’ per—
- mitted hisrelaﬁvatousethemonva—
J catxon junkets toAmpulco Rty
~ The governor’s response was to tnll*
the -gutsy :editor.‘an-insect.”. The gov-3
“ernment oificial added ommously- “Wes

" all know how getnd of msects—thh
msecticxde e g R PRI
Poisonous stones were leaked to gov=:
ernment-controued newspapers, Eé'ly

la belin BlancomelasaCIAa ent; a

L
‘The building:that:housed ABC: was:
suddenly sold: to a° good friend o£ the‘
governor. Blancornelas ‘was. not given

,tbaopﬂonotbnym.gi -building;

B bommrs s

.
.

7
;

" though that 15 required by Mexican]
-lTaw, Advertisers canceled their con-
iracts-under pressure irom the govern-
ment, sources. -10ld my assoeiate Gary
Cohn. “The Tijuana Chamber of Com- ]
_ merce msntuted a boycou: of the news—
aper. - :
P %ehen this harasmeat {diled to si-ﬁ
lence Blancornelas, . the _government-’
- backed .union goons seized the news-
paper offices While police tooked on. -
»-Driven out by force, the scrappy edl-
tor started -a -newsletter. calied 'ABC--
‘Two, which had a brief suceess until:
_printers in Tijuana, under:pressure.
*fromthe govemment, eiused to pnnt
. the publication, .-
~ -Still,” Blancornelas refnsed to sayﬁ
‘uncle. In sell-meosed exile in -the
. United States; he is now trying to raise’
“money for, another independent news-

, paper,. ... . S ERMCRppis:

. The Washmgton-based Council on _

Hezmsphenc Affairs has been assisting
Blancornelas in his efforts. Apparently.
~&s a'result of this support, a Mexican
“ynilitary inteltigence agent made a spe- '

malmpimmhiexxmcnyto&vashmg-

“ton tomvestxgate COHA and its di‘reu-
101', Larry-Birns. -. : T BT e
--Unfortunately, Blancomeias 1sn‘t the
'{irst independent journalist to feel the
“wrath>of- high Mexican officials, In
-~1976, for instance, then-president Luis,
- Echeverria was directly responsible for |
. ousting the- éditorial staif.of the re-’

- spected Maxico City daily Excelsior be-

. cause. it opposed the president’s. stand
0n 2 rwolutmn in the United Nations; .; +7]
““All this happened despite the SuUppos~
= edlys ironclad -protection- guaranteed
the press by the Mexican constitution, -
£, In.the United States; the mdepen-
dence of the media is being threatened
bxg- subtler -* Jegal - means—Supreme!
urt. decisions- that. -interpret: First|
/Amendment protections. out:of ° e:asvl
~ence..~Tha ‘guiding . spirit:-behind' the
. court’s attacks on the press—Chief Jus-]
txce Warren Burger—has not yet called
’ newsmen “insects,” though he has re-

* !ferred to critical reportersas“a bunch}

of pipsqueaks\’l poyes
4«31t can’t happen
Sure- fw:a:.-uf—‘hf.:‘; “AATAA
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